The ships for transporting the sick and wounded were five miles away by land-journey, lying off the mouth of the Alma river, and for the conveyance of these helpless men I had two hand-stretchers. It is a matter of history that we were indebted to the French army for the conveyance of our wounded to the sea-beach.
They had ambulance-carriages and mule-litters, and they helped us nobly; but it took two days to collect our wounded and transport them, a duty which ought to have occupied only a few hours. At last the dismal duty was accomplished, and 2500 sick and wounded men were embarked and sent off to Scutari. 
